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SAMMSU Sponsors

We are also grateful to past sponsors 

Infodrog (on behalf of Swiss Federal Office of Public Health), Pharma industries (AbbVie, BMS, Merck, 

Roche), SSAM (Swiss Society for Addiction Medicine), SEVHep (Swiss Experts in Viral Hepatitis), 

Inselspital Bern, Kantonsspital St. Gallen, Kantonsspital Aarau, Arud Zentrum für Suchtmedizin, Zfs

Zentrum für Suchtmedizin Basel, Universitätsspital Zürich
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SAMMSU 

SAMMSU is a non-profit organization 
aiming to improve healthcare for people 
who use drugs in Switzerland

2011
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2024
Our goal is to become an international 
leading cohort on medical and public 
health evidence-based data among 

People Who Use Drugs.



Where did we stand in 2012?
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Figure 2. Hepatitis C virus infection incidence rates by 

transmission group 
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Clin Infect Dis, Volume 57, 2013, DOI: 10.1093/cid/cit271

Integrated care services



Where do we stand today?
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Diacetylmorphine-assisted treatment settings
and SAMMSU centers, Switzerland

The SAMMSU prospective cohort study  
starts patient enrolments in Aargau and 
Zurich settings.

Eligibility criteria:  > 18 years old, giving 
a written informed consent and on OAT

2014

SAMMSU cohort 8 centers 
December 2nd, 2024

AG = Aarau

BE = Bern 

BS = Basel 

GE = Geneva 

LS = Lausanne 

SG = St. Gallen

TI = Ticino (Lugano)

ZH = Zurich 
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Gmel G., Labhart F. (2023). Traitement avec prescription de 
diacétylmorphine en Suisse – Résultats de l’enquête 2022. Rapport de 

recherche N° 157. Lausanne: Addiction Suisse. 



SAMMSU cohort Case Report Forms 

The SAMMSU prospective cohort study  
starts patient enrolments in Aargau and 
Zurich settings.

Eligibility criteria:  > 18 years old, giving 
a written informed consent and on OAT

2014

Baseline and Follow-up CRFs:
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SAMMSU cohort Baseline Case Report Forms 

The SAMMSU prospective cohort study  
starts patient enrolments in Aargau and 
Zurich settings.

Eligibility criteria:  > 18 years old, giving 
a written informed consent and on OAT

2014
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SAMMSU cohort characteristics
2024

Data Manager 
Department of Clinical Research
University of Basel  
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Baseline characteristics of SAMMSU cohort patients
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(15.02.2024)

• Since 2014, the SAMMSU cohort 

recruits >18 year-old patients who were at 

least one day in an opioid agonist therapy 

(OAT) program

(02.09.2024)
1453

• In contrast to the SHCS (Swiss HIV 

Cohort Study) and the SCCS (Swiss HCV 

Cohort Study), the SAMMSU cohort 

recruits patients irrespective of their HIV-

and HCV-serostatus.

(15.02.2024)

Source: 
SAMMSU monthly report & Andrea Bregenzer, Sep 2024 Swiss Hepatitis Symposium, December 2nd _ 2024, E Castro
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September 2024:

3308 FUPs in 1072 patients

2 16

131

234

286

419

380

442

482

353

Follow-ups per year and center
563

• In 2023, the 

number of 

FUPs per year 

has increased 

to >500 

(already 353 

FUPs in the 

first 8 months 

of 2024 → 

extrapolated to 

one year: again 

>500 expected)
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Increase of HCV treatment-uptake in the era of IFN-free HCV treatment:

Number of IFN-based (blue) and IFN-free HCV treatments (red) per calendar year

Status: 02/09/2024, n=1453, overall 697 HCV treatments in 562 patients 

33%

67%

Until 2012

only IFN-based

Since 2016

only IFN-free

23

53

71

116

90

59

24
15 13

Since 2017: DAA prescription without liver fibrosis restriction
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SAMMSU cohort study
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Data releases from 2015 to present
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Moriggia, A , Di Giulio, P, Bregenzer A, Bruggmann  P, Castro E, 
Della Santa P, Schmid P,  Thurnheer C,  Scheidegger  C , Lisi, A 
and Caiata Z.M
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INHSU                                      20222022
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AIDS 2024

INHSU 2023 

EACS 2019 



HCV late presentation (severe fibrosis/cirrhosis at first HCV therapy or first 

HCV diagnosis) in the Swiss Association for the Medical Management 

in Substance Users (SAMMSU) cohort since 2017

• In Switzerland, direct-acting antivirals (DAAs) are reimbursed without liver fibrosis restriction since 2017.

• We determined the prevalence of HCV late presentation in times of unrestricted DAA access.
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Comorbidities and research horizons 
in the SAMMSU cohort 
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~ 50% have 1 or more 
comorbidities

Baseline comorbidities 
(except HCV and HIV 
Infections)

Mental 
disorders

MCT 
disorders

Infectious 
diseases, except 

HIV/HCV

Endocrine
conditions

OAT



New questions

Gender disparities 
Aging/life expectancy
Sexual health
Vaccinations
Life quality
Harm reduction (safe supply)
HIV/HCV treatment as prevention 

Challenges
Representativeness

Syndemics research

Sustainability
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SAMMSU cohort study 
 10 years follow-up
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Unique in its kind!



Thank you for your attention
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Find more @
https://www.sammsu.ch/

https://www.sammsu.ch/
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