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• To raise awareness of as well as knowledge on prevention and care of viral hepatitis (+ HIV infection)

− among health professionals and non-medical prison staff

− among prison inmates

• To implement comprehensive and sustainable projects on the prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and 

follow-up of viral hepatitis (+ HIV infection)

− in Swiss prisons with different characteristics, in all language regions

•To address specific measures to prevent bloodborne infections transmission in the prison settings 

including harm reduction approaches

• To identify specific local barriers and find solutions to overcome these barriers. This is to be done in 

close cooperation with the persons in charge on site

• To reduce stigma related to possible exposure to and/or acquired infection with hepatitis B, hepatitis C 

or HIV infection

• To reach equivalence of care (equity) in terms of prevention, detection, access to treatment and follow-

up for Swiss prison inmates

• To support the transfer of newly introduced measures to standard medical care after the project period





N test rates HIV positive HBV positive HCV positive chronic Hepatitis C

A 300 215 (71.7%) 0 (0.0%) 2 (0.09%) 2 (0.09%) 2

B 364 61 (16.6%) 2 (0.55%) 4 (1.10%) 4 (1.10%) 1

C 101 85 (84.2%) 3 (3.0%) 0 (0.0%) 2 (2.0%) 2

D 211 198 (93.8%) 1 (0.51%) 0 (0.0%) 6 (3.0%) 3

E 1863 802 (43.0%) pending pending 46 (5.7%) 17 (37.0%)

Test rates and HIV/HBV/HCV prevalence

 in five Swiss prisons
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Hepatitis C cascade in one Swiss prison

total > 7 days tested HCV ab+ HCV RNA+ treated

83.1%
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lessons learned so far

• HIV/HBV/HCV case finding is feasable in Swiss prisons

• The number of new detected infections is limited in most institutions
➢ no overload of employees and services

• Opt-out test strategy is essential

• Motivation of the medical staff (and prison director) is crucial

• Financing of further medical examinations and treatment remains an 
issue in part (but not all) institutions

• Follow-up care after transfer or dismission must be ensured

• Prevention must be adressed



To reach micro-elimination, the prison must prove that:

•At least 95% of the prison population has been tested for hepatitis C in the last 

12 months

•At least 90% of people who tested positive have started treated in the last 12 

months

•A process is in place for quarterly reviews of testing and treatment uptake, 

reception testing and direct outreach

Hepatitis C microelimination in prisons

https://www.hepctrust.org.uk/find-support/health-and-justice-programme/our-prison-programmes/



www.shipp.ch





Streamlining













* Time to treatment 90 → 6 days

*

*



Impact of 5 years of hepatitis C testing and 
treatment in the North East of England prisons

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jvh.13887
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