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Towards elimination...

2011 
1st World 
Hepatitis Day

2012 
1st antiviral
HCV therapies

2014
1st WHO 
resolution

2016
1st Global Health
Sector Strategy



It began almost 5 years ago…

2011 
1st World 
Hepatitis Day

2012 
1st antiviral
HCV therapies

2014
1st WHO 
resolution

2016
1st Global Health
Sector Strategy

January 2014
1st Swiss 
Hepatitis Kick-Off 
Meeting



Results so far…

• 150 articles in the media

• Swiss Strategy Paper

• Foundation of a patient‘s
organisation

• Financial support of FOPH since
2016

• Lifting of the limitatio in October
2017



Over 30 partners in our network

5



Significant Burden of Disease

• 40‘000 affected by HCV 
40‘000 by HBV

• HCV: Mortality 5 times higher
than HIV

• Main reason for liver cancer
and liver transplantations

O. Kaiser at al. Trends in hepatitis C-related mortality in Switzerland, J Viral Hepat. 2017;1–9.
C. Zahnd et al. Analyse de Situation des Hépatites B et C en Suisse, Univ. Berne, March 2017



Extrahepatic manifestations reduce the quality of life



C. Zahnd et al. Analyse de Situation des Hépatites B et C en Suisse, FOPH 2017

The CDA Fondation. Polaris Database: http://cdafound.org/polaris

Gaps: 

Cascade of Care



Estill J, et al Impat of Screening and Treatment of HCV Infection in Switzerland 09.2018

• Feasibility?

• Who are the
undiagnosed?

Gaps: 

Screening 
Strategies



The network is acting: Projects

• Swiss HCVree Trial: Micro-elimination among HIV/HCV-coinfected
MSM

• HCV Screening: Feasibility of alternative screening strategies

• HepCare: Hepatitis C treatment at the GP 

• Follow Up after successful Hepatitis C treatment: Swiss Guidelines

• HCVfree label: Focal point prison



Are we On Track?

• EASL, April 2018: 
Switzerland is one of six
countries in Europe that is
on track for elimination



But…
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Total 2015: 3,053 Total 2016: 2,209 Total 2017: 2,914 Total 2018: 3,289

Source: adjusted patient evolution and forecast based on
© IQVIA Solutions GmbH Market Units (APO + SD + SPI Channel, Jan15-Jul18) 

Limitatio lifted Oct. 
2017



Still a silent disease...

Gastkommentar, NZZ, 
21. 9. 2018



Conclusion

Motivated and committed network 

We have a clear and widely accepted goal: elimination

We know what to do

We need more overall awareness

Hepatitis should be treated on the political agenda on the same level 

as HIV and STIs




